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INTRODUCTION. 

FOR  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years  I  have 
devoted  a  great  portion  of  my  time  to  in¬ 
vestigations  as  to  the  best  mode  of  curing 
Cancer  ;  and  it  is  only  after  Î  careful  study,  a 
thorough  examination  of  the  progress  of  can¬ 
cerous  affections,  and  persevering  observation 
of  their  phenomena  under  their  various  forms, 
that  I  have,  at  last,  resolved  to  discuss  the  prin¬ 
cipal  systems  practised  by  the  various  medical 
faculties. 

I  have  made  cancerous  affections  my  special 
study,  and  I  am  convinced  my  investigations 
have  been  crowned  with  success.  I  have  had  the 
most  propitious  opportunities  for  treating  a  very 
great  number  of  patients  suffering  from  this  ter¬ 
rible  disease,  and,  I  am  happy  to  say,  with  almost 
invariable  success  —  especially  in  Batavia,  other 
parts  of  the  Indian  Netherlands,  and  the  Malay 
Archipelago,  where  cancerous  affections  are  very 
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prevalent.  I  liave  also  properly  investigated  all 
the  curative  means  in  use  by  the  natives,  and  I 
believe  they  might  be  advantageously  studied  and 
put  in  practice  by  the  various  European  faculties 
and  medical  schools. 

The  result  of  my  observations  and  the  teach¬ 
ings  of  facts  derived  from  my  experience  con¬ 
stitute  the  basis  of  this  brief  treatise,  which  I 
publish  with  perfect  confidence  as  to  its  correct¬ 
ness  and  probable  usefulness  if  properly  under¬ 
stood. 

I  have  endeavoured  herein,  as  far  as  is  consistent 
with  perfect  clearness  and  adherence  to  truth,  to 
avoid  all  technical  erudition  or  useless  phrase¬ 
ology.  My  aim  and  purpose  has  been  to  write 
a  purely  elementary  treatise,  in  good  faith  and 
sans  arriéré  pensée,  inspired  solely  by  a  sincere 
love  of  science  and  of  suffering  mankind. 

I  shall  esteem  myself  amply  rewarded  if,  by 
inditing  the  following  unpretending  pages,  I  have 
succeeded,  even  partially,  in  eradicating  a  few 
fatal  prejudices,  and  in  inducing  the  medical  pro* 
fession — at  least  a  number  of  them — to  adopt  a 
few  practical  suggestions,  most  likely  new  to 
them.  I  do  not,  however,  ignore  the  fact  that, 
most  likely,  I  shall  have  to  encounter  and 
to  straggle  against  a  formidable  array  of  anti¬ 
quated  and  preconceived  ideas  ;  for,  in  the  course 
of  my  extended  experience,  I  have  not  been  with¬ 
out  discovering  how  hard  and  difficult  it  is  to  try 
to  destroy  and  extirpate  pernicious  errors,  espe¬ 
cially  consecrated  and  sanctioned,  as  it  were,  by 
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time,  and  the,  no  doubt,  imposing  authority  of 
celebrated  names. 

But  I  am  not  deterred  in  the  least  by  the  diffi- 
culty,  for  I  am  well  convinced  that  truth  should 
be  made  subservient  to  no  coterie  whatsoever,  and 
it  can  assuredly  offend  no  one  whose  indignation 
is  worth  a  thought. 

There  remains  but  for  me  to  add  that  the  con¬ 
tents  of  this  brief  treatise  have  been  maturely 
considered  long  before  its  publication  had  been 
thought  of  ;  the  ideas  enunciated  therein  are  no 
mere  theories,  but  they  have  been  partly,  I 
may  say  wholly,  sanctioned  and  supported  by 
trials  and  successful  practice  in  two  hemispheres. 
I  shall  always  feel  highly  honoured  by  any  serious 
and  impartial  criticism  on  the  merits  or  demerits 
of  this  opuscule,  being  thoroughly  convinced  that 
whatever  of  sound  doctrine  it  contains  will  be 
duly  appreciated,  in  spite  of  all  popular,  pedantic, 
and  illiberal  prejudices. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


General  Observations  on  Cancer. 

THERE  are  numerous  historical  proofs  of  the 
prevalence  of  Cancer  in  ancient  times.  The 
first  case  mentioned  as  an  instance  is  by  Hero¬ 
dotus,  and  it  refers  to  Atossa,  daughter'  of 
Cyrus,  and  wife  of  Cambyses.  She  is  said  to 
have  suffered  from  a  cancer  in  the  breast,  and  it 
was  cured  by  Democedes  of  Crotona.  It  must, 
however,  be  admitted  that  cancer  has  very  fre¬ 
quently,  if  not  nearly  always,  been  erroneously 
defined,  and  it  has  been  often  confounded  with 
gangrene  and  other  affections  of  the  same  kind. 

The  ancient  Greeks  applied  the  name  of  Cancer 
only  to  certain  ulcerous  affections  of  the  breast. 
They  knew  two  sorts, — the  Scirrhous  Cancer, 
always  internal  ;  and  the  Encephaloid,  always 
external.  The  real  nature  and  causes  of  the 
disease  were,  and  remained,  involved  in  darkness 
and  confusion  until  the  first  quarter  of  the  last 
century. 

A  rational  and  well-founded  classification  of  the 
various  species  of  Cancer  seemed  to  have  been 
arrived  at  and  established,  when  the  microscope 
came  into  use,  completely  demolished  the  laboured 
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scientific  structure,  and  left  tlie  whole  question 
unsolved.  The  microscopic  school  then  recom¬ 
menced  the  classification  of  the  specific  and 
determinative  nature  of  cancerous  affections,  but 
without  arriving  at  any  certain  or  definite  solu¬ 
tion  of  the  question.  The  diagnosis  continued 
to  remain  doubtful,  and  the  prognosis  always 
uncertain. 

Without  dwelling  much  longer  on  the  con¬ 
siderations  that  divide  the  Microscopic  from  the 
Clinical  schools,  I  will  endeavour  to  discover,  if 
possible,  amidst  the  manifold  opinions  set  forth 
concerning  the  nature  and  principle  of  cancer, 
those  which,  according  to  my  own  opinion  or 
point  of  view,  appear  to  deserve  the  best  and 
greatest  consideration. 

Does  there  really  exist  a  cancerous  virus  ?  To 
this  question  I  answer  without  hesitation  :  yes, 
there  exists  a  cancerous  virus  as  well  as  a  syphi¬ 
litic  one.  What  is  the  nature  of  this  virus  ?  It 
is  organic,  like  the  syphilitic  virus,  and  the  pro¬ 
duct  of  a  morbid  alteration  ;  but  in  cancerous 
affections,  it  must  be  admitted  in  principle  that 
it  is  much  easier  of  development  without  pre¬ 
existing  germs,  by  the  concourse  of  circumstances 
which  depend  upon  the  state  and  the  exercise 
of  the  functions  of  the  weakest  and  most  sensitive 
organism. 

Moreover,  ordinary  cancers,  although  proceed¬ 
ing  from  the  same  cause,  appear  in  the  most 
contrary  forms.  With  some  patients  the  progress 
of  the  disease  has  been  so  spontaneous  and  rapid 
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as  to  cause  death  two  or  three  weeks  after  the 
first  symptoms.  Fortunately  such  cases  are  of 
very  rare  occurrence  in  France  and  in  England, 
though  very  frequent  in  the  Tropics  and  the  Indies. 
On  the  contrary,  with  other  patients,  multitudi¬ 
nous  tumours  have  been  known  to  increase  slowly, 
with  or  without  ulceration,  which,  after  having 
been  most  skilfully  operated  upon,  have  reappeared 
in  the  neighbouring  ganglions,  and  thus  brought 
on  gradually  a  general  infection  of  the  organic 
system. 

The  principle  and  nature  of  cancers  may  be 
thus  summed  up  : — 

First.  —  Cancer  is  a  tumour  that  develops 
itself  in  the  organs  —  it  is  a  local 

O 

affection. 

Second . — The  development  of  this  tumour  is 
subordinate  to  a  general  affection  of  the 
organic  system,  due  to  a  special  con¬ 
dition,  which  is  designated  under  the 
name  of  cancerous  state,  or  diathesis. 

Third. — This  cancerous  diathesis  is  made 
manifest  in  the  system  by  the  introduc¬ 
tion,  or  production,  either  slowly  or 
spontaneously,  of  a  virus.  Or  again,  by 
the  development  of  a  virulent  hereditary 
principle. 

These  are,  in  general,  the  morbid  phenomena  that 
contribute  to  the  formation  and  development  of 
the  tumour  called  cancer. 

Medical  science  has  designated  cancer  under 
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various  names  ;  and  truly,  it  was  but  proper  to 
give  to  each  different  kind  a  special  designation 
and  appellation,  according  to  its  nature.  Hence 
the  encephaloid  cancer,  in  masses  encysted  or  not, 
infiltrated  into  the  tissue  of  an  organ,  or  deposited 
on  the  surface  ;  the  gelatinous  cancer,  one  of  the 
most  dangerous  types  of  all,  frequently  also  desig¬ 
nated  as  the  cancer  malin  ;  then  follow  the  epider¬ 
mic,  the  fibro-plastic,  and  cartilaginous  cancers, 
&c.,  &c.  This  division  of  cancer  into  classes  may 
be  most  learned  and  ingenious  ;  but  when  we  take 
into  consideration  the  time  wasted  by  medical 
practitioners  and  microscopists  to  arrive  at  such 
an  indifferent  and  trifling  result  as  giving  us  only 
a  bare  classification — concerning  which  they  are 
not  even  yet  completely  agreed, — how  can  we  help 
regretting  so  much  waste  of  precious  time  that 
might,  no  doubt,  have  been  better  employed  in 
searching,  for  instance,  for  the  means  of  curing 
cancer,  care  being  taken  to  classify  afterwards, 
according  to  the  phenomena  observed  during  the 
treatment. 

I  do  not,  however,  overlook  either  the  micro¬ 
scopic  experiments  or  the  chemical  analyses  ; 
but  too  much  stress,  too  much  importance,  ought 
not  to  be  attached  to  cancers  and  the  effects  of 
the  disease  only,  whilst  diligent  researches  and 
inquiries  concerning  the  best  means  of  counter¬ 
acting  and  curing  it  are  almost  utterly  neglected. 
Such  a  mode  of  proceeding  is,  according  to  my 
humble  opinion,  contrary  to  the  dictates  of 
science,  reason,  and  humanity. 


STATISTICS  AND  FREQUENCY  OF  CANCER.  11 


Statistics  and  Frequency  of  Cancer. 

Just  as  civilization  progresses,  so  are  men — 
in  our  present  state  of  society — degenerating, 
and  in  tlie  same  proportion  does  tlie  corruption 
of  tlie  blood  augment.  Cancerous  affections, 
and  Tuberculosis  seem  to  be  increasing  every  day 
under  tlio  influence  of  all  kinds  of  civilizing 
elements — as  they  are  called.  Statistics  demon¬ 
strate  very  clearly  that  the  number  of  persons 
afflicted  with  cancer  increases  every  year.  To 
give  some  idea  of  the  fearful  rate  of  mortality  in 
Paris  alone,  amongst  the  unfortunate  sufferers 
from  cancerous  diseases  or  affections,  the  follow¬ 
ing  statistical  tables,  taken  from  official  docu¬ 
ments,  will  not  be  deemed  useless  : — ■ 


Table  of  Mortality  in  Paris  from  Cancerous  A  factions. 


Years. 

Male. 

Female. 

Cancer 
of  the 
Breast. 

Totals. 

Years. 

• 

Total 

of 

Deaths. 

1865 

494 

761 

143 

1,398 

1835 

906 

I860 

465 

489 

137 

1,091 

1836 

837 

1867 

430 

529 

119 

1,078 

1837 

778 

1868 

408 

432 

160 

1,000 

1838 

803 

4  Years 

1,797 

2,211 

559 

4,567 

4  Years 

3,324 

These  tables  extend,  as  will  be  seen,  over  a 
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period  of  four  years — 1865,  1866,  1867,  1868 — 
compared  with  the  like  period,  embracing  1885, 
1886,  1887,  1838.  They  are  besides  a  manifest 
evidence  of  the  incomparably  greater  prevalence 
of  cancer  amongst  women.  It  seems,  in  fact,  to 
attack  the  weakest  and  most  delicate  and  excitable 
beings.  Cancer  of  the  breast  is  the  most  frequent 
of  all  forms  of  the  disease.  The  average  rate 
of  deaths  from  this  disorder  in  Paris  is  :  2  women 
for  each  period  of  5  days — nearly  3  per  week  ;  1 
for  143  female  deaths.  As  for  the  other  forms  of 
cancer,  they  constitute  something  more  than 
2  per  cent,  of  the  total  of  diseases. 

Now,  without  in  the  least  pretending  to  criticise 
the  medical  profession,  it  can  be  boldly  and  truly 
asserted  that  the  means  of  curing  this  horrible 
disease  exist ,  and  that  out  of  the  number  of  its 
victims  (about  1,142  annually  in  Paris),  more 
than  one-half  could  be  saved — completely  cured. 
Those  even  who  have  sought  the  help  of  science 
too  late  to  render  a  cure  probable,  might, 
however,  have  had  their  existence  prolonged  for 
years,  without  having  to  endure  the  slightest 
pain.  This  hypothesis,  advanced  by  me  as 
an  absolute  principle,  is  so  much  the  more 
admissible,  that  the  number  adopted  by  me  as 
an  average  or  mean,  one-fourth  of  the  total — say 
about  300 — -die  before  the  age  of  fifty — namely, 
in  all  the  vigour  of  life.  The  following  statistical 
table  will  amply  bear  out  this  assertion  : — 
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Hate  of  Mortality  from  Cancer ,  according  to  Age ,  out  of 
9,118  Cases  in  Ten  Years. 


Ages. 

Deaths. 

Male. 

Female. 

From  1  to  10  years 

23 

9 

14 

„  10  „  20  ,, 

26 

13 

13 

>,  20  „  30  „ 

231 

62 

169 

„  30  „  40  „ 

1,012 

190 

822 

»  40  „  50  „ 

1,075 

339 

1,636 

„  50  „  60  „ 

2,108 

488 

1,620 

„  60  „  70  „ 

2,007 

598 

1,469 

,,  70  ,,  80  „ 

1,315 

398 

917 

„  80  „  90  „ 

335 

62 

273 

„  90  „  100  „ 

26 

4 

22 

9,118 

2,163 

6,955 

To  complete  tins  chapter  on  the  statistics  of 
cancer,  1  believe  it  is  but  proper  that  I  should 
give  here  below  a  detailed  and  correct  table, 
showing  the  organs  that  are  most  frequently 
affected  by  this  terrible  scourge.  The  figures,  as 
will  be  seen,  speak  for  themselves,  and  a  little 
reflection  on  the  part  of  the  reader  will  enable 
him  to  dispense  with  any  comments  on  my 
part  : — 


llate  of  Mortality  from  Cancer  in  Ten  Years,  according  to  the 
affected  Organs.  Out  of  9,112  Cases  there  were  : — 


Of  the  Uterus  . 2,996 

,,  Stomach  . 2,303 

„  Breast  (f.) . .  1,141 


Of  the  Liver  .  578 

„  Bectum .  221 

,,  Abdomen  .  188 
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Of  the 

Intestines  .... 

.  146 

Of  the 

Ear . 

?» 

Bladder . 

.  72 

53 

Pharynx . 

ft 

Face  . 

.  71 

33 

Forearm  . 

tt 

Mesentery... . 

66 

33 

Loins  . 

ti 

Ovary  . 

64 

33 

Parotis  . . . 

tt 

Tongue  . 

.  36 

33 

Amygdale  . 

33 

Eye  . 

.  24 

33 

Larynx  . 

3) 

J  aw  . 

.  24 

33 

Palate . 

33 

Cerebrum . 

.  22 

33 

Temples  . 

3) 

Testicles  . 

.  21 

33 

Chin  . 

33 

Lips  . 

.  16 

33 

Back  . 

33 

ft 

Yagina  . 

Spleen  . 

.  14 

13 

33 

33 

Pancreas . 

Iliac  face  . 

ft 

Anus . 

.  13 

33 

Navel  . 

ft 

(Esophagus  . . 

13 

33 

Hip . 

33 

Neck . 

.  13 

33 

Skull  . 

33 

Cheek  . 

12 

33 

Cerebellum . 

33 

Nose . 

.  11 

33 

Ethmoïdes  . 

33 

Mouth  . 

.  11 

33 

Orbit  . 

33 

Thigh  . 

.  10 

33 

Betina . 

ft 

ft 

ft 

Penis  . 

Lee:  . 

.  10 

9 

33 

Apophysis  Mas- 
toides  . 

Thorax  . 

8 

33 

Nape  . 

ft 

Armpit  . 

...  8 

33 

Sternum . 

ft 

Thyroid  Gland  .  8 

33 

Pleura  . 

ft 

Scrotum  . 

7 

33 

Peritoneum . 

ft 

Inguinal  region  7 

33 

Jejunum . 

33 

Lungs  . . 

Colon  . 

7 

7 

33 

Ileum  intesti- 

num  . 

>> 

Head  . 

6 

yy 

yy 

Urethra  (f.) 

ft 

Heart  . 

6 

tt 

Pericardium  . . . 

ft 

Arm  . 

6 

33 

Shoulder-blade  . 

ft 

Epiploon . 

5 

33 

Ilia . 

yy 

Prostate  . 

..  5 

yy 

Pelvis  . 

ft 

Breast  (m.)  ... 

..  5 

33 

Sacrum  . 

tt 

Hand  . 

..  5 

tt 

Buttocks . 

33 

Forehead . 

..  4 

tt 

Cancers  without 

33 

Shoulder . 

..  4 

any  désigna- 

ft 

Throat . 

..  4 

tion  of  organs 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Total  .  9,112 


Cancer  is  incomparably  far  more  prevalent  in 
crowded  centres  than  in  rural  districts.  What 
is  the  cause  of  this  fact?  I  will  endeavour  to 
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reply  to  this  question  by  an  observation  not  the 
less  remarkable  because  it  is  true,  and  which  I  do 
not  feel  justified  in  passing  over — namely,  that 
the  great  majority  of  women  who  have  died 
from  cancer  of  the  uterus  before  the  age  of 
twenty-five,  were  born  in  Paris.  Is  this  coinci¬ 
dence,  which  entirely  confirms  my  opinion,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  in  the  provinces  of  France 
young  women  seldom  marry  before  that  age,  or 
is  it  because  women  born  in  Paris  are  more  liable 
and  predisposed  to  this  terrible  affection  ?  It  is 
more  than  I  would  venture  to  decide,  not  feeling 
sufficiently  versed  and  acquainted  with  the  modes 
of  living  and  habits  (intimate)  of  the  French. 
But  if  cancer  is  much  more  frequent  in  the  midst 
of  dense  populations  than  in  the  other  sparsely- 
inhabited  districts  ;  if,  besides,  at  our  birth  we 
inherit  some  predisposition  to  the  disease  from 
our  parents,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  cause 
that  has  been  pointed  out  is,  at  least,  possible,  if 
not  probable.  And  however  little  the  patients 
may  happen  to  be  in  similar  conditions  to  those 
of  their  parents,  still  my  opinion  cannot  fail 
to  carry  with  it  much  importance  as  to  its 
probability. 

Causes  and  Effects  of  Cancers. 

» 

A  few  pages  back  I  asserted  the  existence  of 
a  cancerous  virus,  the  internal  symptoms  of  which 
are  made  manifest  by  what  is  generally  called 
the  cancerous  diathesis,  and  by  some  infection , 
which  produces — sometimes  in  one  part  of  the 
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body,  and  sometimes  in  another — a  tumour,  more 
or  less  apparent.  The  latter  is  designated  by  the 
generic  name  of  cancer.  The  morbid  predisposi¬ 
tion  that  gives  rise  to  or  generates  the  virus  may 
be  hereditary  or  acquired,  and  it  generally  be¬ 
comes  or  is  made  manifest  through  some  acci¬ 
dental  circumstance. 

In  one  word,  I  firmly  believe  that  cancer  is 
subordinate  to  a  morbid  condition  of  the  blood 
technically  called  diathesis  ;  it  is  positively  an 
infection ,  and  whenever  I  have  been  consulted 
and  called  upon  to  treat  a  cancer,  I  have  invari¬ 
ably  kept  this  fact  in  view. 

Now,  what  are  the  causes  which  most  likely 
produce  cancerous  diathesis  P 

Beep  and  sedentary  study  and  pursuits,  the 
feverish  and  anxious  agitation  of  public  life,  the 
cares  of  ambition,  frequent  paroxysms  of  rage, 
violent  grief  ;  in  short,  anything  that  deeply  affects 
the  mind, — such  are  some  of  the  principal  causes  of 
cancer  and  cancerous  affections.  Tuberculosis  is 
also  a  predisposing  cause  of  the  disease.  Anæmic 
and  chlorotic  persons,  on  account  of  their  debili¬ 
tated  condition,  are  also  subject  to  cancer. 

Cancer  assumes  numerous  varieties  of  form, 
like  all  organic  affections,  the  disposition  of  which 
is  one  and  the  same.  The  progress,  mode  of 
evolution,  gravity,  and  termination  of  cancerous 
tumours,  vary  in  a  great  many  cases,  according 
to  the  region  affected,  and  also  according  to  the 
constitution  of  each  individual. 
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The  Principal  Varieties  of  Cancer  are — 

1st.  The  Scirrhus. 

2nd.  The  Encephaloid  Cancer. 

3rd.  The  Melanotic  Cancer. 

4th.  The  Gelatinous  Cancer. 

5th.  The  Epidermic  Cancer. 

6th.  The  Fibro-plastic  Cancer. 

7th.  The  Cartilaginous  Cancer. 

8th.  The  Cancer  of  Bones. 

9th.  The  Radiating  Cancer. 

10th.  The  Hcematoid ,  or  Sanguinolent  Cancer. 

Out  of  this  list  the  first  four  are  considered 
as  the  most  dangerous  ;  they  are  even  admitted 
generally  as  being  incurable.  They  come  under 
the  appellation  of  “  malignant  cancer.’ ’  The  other 
forms  or  varieties  are  considered  as  being  of  a  less 
serious  nature.  But  as  to  the  latter,  and  their 
importance  or  gravity,  medical  men  are  far  from 
being  agreed. 

Cancerous  affections  manifest  themselves  in 
three  different  forms,  quite  distinct, — the  com¬ 
mon,  the  acute,  and  the  fixed. 

In  the  first  form  the  tumour  may  remain 
localized,  and,  as  it  were,  stationary  for  a  number 
of  years,  without  materially  and  visibly  affecting 
the  constitution.  Then  suddenly  it  alters,  in¬ 
creases  in  size,  becomes  inflamed,  extends,  and 
causes  or  produces  stabbing  pains,  intermittent  at 
first,  but  afterwards  permanent.  Ulceration 
commences,  and  the  cancer-cells  invade  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  tissues  :  this  produces  very  rapidly  the 
last  degree  of  anæmia;  the  patient’s  nights  are 
feverish  and  agitated,  general  dropsy,  diarrhoea, 
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and  death  finally  puts  a  stop  to  the  sufferings  of 
the  patient. 

In  the  acute  form,  the  cancerous  eruption  is 
sudden,  but  confined  to  one  organ,  from  which, 
however,  it  may  rapidly  extend  and  spread  over 
a  very  large  surface  ;  the  softening  of  the  tumour 
is  also  very  rapid.  It  is  accompanied  with  fever  ; 
the  skin  becomes  dry  and  burning,  the  pain 
intolerable,  and  death  soon  follows. 

In  the  fixed  form,  the  cancer  remains  confined 
to  a  local  development,  and  it  progresses  but 
slowly.  The  majority  of  cancers  of  the  breast, 
stomach,  and  liver  affect  this  form. 

This  division  of  cancer  into  forms  is  en¬ 
tirely  due  to  the  French  medical  school,  and  it  is 
specially  based  upon  the  various  degrees  of  the 
affection.  But,  no  doubt,  a  more  general  and 
judicious  description  of  cancer  might  be  given 
and  devised  ;  namely,  by  accurately  defining  the 
progress  it  is  making,  whatever  its  form  or 
nature.  I  will,  therefore,  divide  cancer  into  four 
classes  or  degrees. 

First  Degree. — Cancer  generally  commences 
first  by  an  obstruction  in  some  of  the  lymphatic 
vessels  ;  cancer  cells  are  deposited,  and  the  result 
of  this  state  of  things  is  a  small  tumour. 

This  primary  tumour,  almost  always  ignored, 
increases  gradually  and  insensibly  by  the  acces¬ 
sion  of  new  humours.  It  soon  reaches  the  size  of 
a  hazel-nut,  and  even  that  of  a  walnut  ;  for  some 
months,  and  often  for  years,  it  preserves  its  hard 
and  lurking  state,  without  any  visible  progress  ; 
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it  may  bo  said  to  have  then  readied  the  state 
known  as  Soirrhus. 

Second  Degree. — 'If  the  resolution  of  this  kind 
of  tumour  be  not  effected  by  the  action  of  nature, 
a  case  of  very  rare  occurrence, — if  the  aid  of 
medical  science  be  not  called  in  time, — if  the 
constitution  become  once  vitiated,— this  primary 
tumour  extends  gradually  to  the  neighbouring 
regions,  spreading  out  its  roots  in  all  directions, 
causing  obstruction  of  the  vessels  and  pressure  on 
the  nerves.  It  is  then  that  commence  most  acute 
pains,  caused  by  the  implication  of  the  glands  ; 
the  muscles  and  glands  are  also  soon  infected, 
and  gradually  the  primary  local  corruption  ex¬ 
tends,  and  the  patient  is  in  the  greatest  agony  ; 
he  becomes  very  anxious,  his  appetite  decreases 
sensibly,  and  his  rare  sleep  is  restless. 

Third  Degree. — Then,-  again,  the  integuments 

J  O  J  o 

which  cover  the  seat  of  the  affection  are  being 
corroded  internally.;  the  skin  on  the  surface 
presents  various  hues,  such  as  blue,  red,  purple, 
livid,  and  finally  black.  The  heat  of  the  part 
affected  grows  excessive,  the  agony  intense  and 
burning.  The  tumour  is  hard  to  the  touch, 
unequal  and  salient  in  the  middle,  the  adjacent 
veins  become  black  and  knotty,  through  the 
distention  to  which  they  are  subjected;  finally, 
the  skin  breaks  open,  emitting  a  clear  and  fetid 
humour,  after  which  hectic  fever  sets  in. 

Fourth  Degree. — The  evil  is  not  merely  con¬ 
fined  to  simple  suppuration,  it  soon  grows  into  a 
large  ulcer,  comprising  in  itself  several  small 
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cancers,  which  act  the  same  part  as  the  primary 
one.  It  frequently  happens  that  there  exist 
from  15  to  20  orifices,  which  emit,  some  of  them, 
a  clear,  corrosive  humour,  and  others,  a  vitiated 
dark  blood,  completely  decomposed  and  unbear¬ 
ably  fetid.  Both  the  appetite  and  rest  of  the 
patient  are  lost,  the  hectic  fever  grows  in  in¬ 
tensity,  all  kind  of  strength  and  vigour  is 
exhausted,  the  patient  falls  into  a  complete  state 
of  marasmus,  until  repeated  hæmorrhages,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  prostration,  put  an  end  to  his  miserable 
existence. 

Mr.  John  Simon,  an  eminent  pathologist,  has 
advanced  or  asserted  a  singular  hypothesis,  to 
which  I  purpose  to  reply  in  the  following  lines, 
and  refute  it.  My  refutation  may  be  taken  at 
once  as  being  the  expose  of  my  idea  on  cancer, 
and  it  will  define  more  clearly  the  point  of  view 
from  which  I  consider  this  all-important  question. 

“  Cancerous  tumours,”  says  Mr.  J.  Simon, 
c£  are  glands  of  fresh  formation,  which  are  in¬ 
tended  by  nature  to  extract  from  the  blood  all 
the  deleterious  principles  it  contains.”  “  There¬ 
fore,”  he  adds,  “  cancerous  tumours  ought  to  be 
spared,  especially  when  in  a  state  of  suppuration, 
because  they  are  the  means  of  elimination.” 

Ingenious  as  this  hypothesis  might  appear  at 
first  sight,  unfortunately  the  reasoning  of  Mr. 
Simon  is  nothing  less  than  specious.  If  it  were 
really  the  case  as  this  gentleman  asserts,  cancer 
would  not  be  more  frequently  fatal  than  any 
ordinary  issue.  I  deny,  however,  most  positively, 
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that  the  cancerous  tumour  is  a  gland,  the  func¬ 
tions  of  which  consist  in  eliminating  the  delete¬ 
rious  principles  contained  in  the  blood,  as  Mr. 
Simon  asserts.  I  am,  on  the  contrary,  of  opinion, 
— indeed,  I  am  convinced, — that  the  most  healthy, 
pure  blood  which,  at  each  contraction  of  the  heart, 
passes  through  this  centre  of  infection,  cannot  by 
any  means  return  to  the  heart  unless  in  a  corrupt 
state,  from  the  principles  of  decomposition  it 
carries  with  it  ;  and  such  a  fluid,  as  must  be 
apparent  to  every  competent  medical  practitioner, 
is  little  calculated  to  sustain  the  regular  course 
of  life. 

I  hold,  therefore,  that  far  from  sparing  cancer¬ 
ous  tumours,  they  ought  to  be  cured  as  rapidly 
as  possibly.  Cancer  is  simply  the  result  of  the 
injection  of  the  blood,  it  is  only  an  effect  ;  and  in 
consequence,  in  all  affections  of  the  kind,  it  is  not 
the  effect  that  is  to  be  attacked  so  much,  but 
certainly  the  cause.  Cancer  is  the  corruption  of 
the  blood  ;  as  soon  as  this  corruption  is  eradi¬ 
cated  and  annihilated,  its  effects  will  also  dis¬ 
appear. 


CHAPTER  II. 


Treatment  oe  Cancer. 

Surgical  Treatment. 

IN  France,  and  in  England,  I  believe,  surgical 
treatment  occupies  or  holds  a  very  prominent 
place  in  jbhe  therapeutics  of  cancer.  I  am,  with 
many  others,  totally  adverse  to  operating  upon 
cancers,  and  thus  I  feel  bound — I  deem  it  my 
duty — to  protest  loudly  against  this  mode  of 
treatment. 

As  early  as  1844  M.  Servez  de  Chegoin  openly 
declared,  before  the  full  Faculty  of  Medicine  of 
Paris,  that,  in  his  opinion,  founded  on  experience, 
delay  in  surgical  operation  in  the  treatment  of 
cancer  could  not  but  be  beneficial. 

Scirrhous  tumours  have  been  frequently  cured, 
stopped,  by  medical  treatment — whatever  its  na¬ 
ture  ;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  no  single  case 
of  cure  of  cancer  of  the  breast,  operated  upon 
at  an  early  stage,  has  ever  been  mentioned  or 
reported.* 

A  relapse  is  always  to  be  apprehended,  and  it 
follows  generally  after  a  lapse  of  time — more  or 

*  Dr.  Tanchon,  “  Researches  on  the  Medical  Treatment  of 
Cancerous  Tumours.” 
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less — after  the  operation,  especially  when  per¬ 
formed  prematurely.  Besides  which,  it  has  been 
ascertained  and  established  undeniably,  that  the 
very  few  operations  which  have  been  successfully 
performed  took  place  when  the  disease  had  been 
of  long  standing,  and  had,  so  to  speak,  com¬ 
pletely  exhausted  the  strength  of  the  patient. 

Glands,  the  nature  of  which  is  not  ascertained 
or  not  known,  are  often  operated  upon  ;  the 
operator  thus  running  the  risk,  not  only  of  use¬ 
less  labour,  but  also  that  of  inciting  a  diathesis, 
which  might  have  lain  dormant  during  the  life  of  the 
patient  ;  whilst  by  delay  and  temporizing,  all  the 
resources  of  science,  assisted  by  all  the  medicinal 
qualities  and  powers  of  nature,  might  have,  if 
not  completely  cured  the  patient,  at  least  brought 
him  to  an  improved  state  and  condition. 

Each  time  I  have  had  the  honour  of  meeting, 
face  to  face,  with  some  of  the  most  eminent  and 
learned  medical  practitioners  of  the  day,  when, 
in  the  interest  of  the  patient  who  had  sent  for 
me,  and  in  my  thorough  confidence  of  success, 
I  attempted  to  persuade  them  that  cc  to  cut  off 
a  diseased  part  is  not  a  cure,”  I  could  not  help 
asking  or  wondering  why  these  illustrious  men 
exhibited  such  a  decided  aversion  against  the 
use  of  medical  treatment  in  this  terrible  affec¬ 
tion,  whilst  they  were  always  so  ready,  so 
eager  to  operate  quand  môme  !  !  Alas  !  I  ap¬ 
prehend  much  the  principal  and  chief  cause  of 
their  aversion  and  persistence  is  due  solely  to 
their  practice — entirely  surgical, — which  undoubt- 
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edly  exercises,  unknown  to  them,  a  great  influ¬ 
ence  upon  their  determination  and  predilection  ; 
and  also  in  their  conviction  that  nothing  better 
can  be  done,  and  in  the  lack  of  success  of  a 
course  of  treatment,  frequently  initiated  by  them¬ 
selves,  but  more  frequently, — I  may  say,  nearly 
always, — badly  followed  and  adhered  to,  badly 
prescribed',  which  has  often  lasted  only  for  a 
few  days  or  weeks,  when,  in  fact,  it  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  modify  the  whole  economy 
— to  change,  as  it  were,  the  entire  constitution, — 
when  it  is  also  indispensable  to  recompose  the 
mass  of  the  blood  and  humours  :  in  one  word, 
all  the  previous  state  of  the  patient  and  of  the 
tissues  or  parts  that  are  affected. 

It  is  superfluous  attempting  to  demonstrate 
the  complete  uselessness  of  surgical  operations 
in  the  treatment  of  cancer,  because,  if  the  can¬ 
cerous  affection  were  only  local,  if  the  seat  of 
the  evil  were  the  only  focus  or  centre,  assuredly 
the  amputation  well  operated,  would,  of  necessity, 
be  the  infallible  and  certain  remedy.  But,  on 
the  contrary,  if,  as  it  is  well  established,  the 
corruption  is  organic,  I  would  ask  of  every 
honest,  sensible  man,  is  not  extirpation  com¬ 
pletely  useless  ? 

Medical  Treatment. 

I  have  always  been  surprised  to  find  that  in 
France  the  medical  profession  have,  as  it  were, 
repudiated  and  renounced  the  use  of  medical 
remedies  to  cure  cancer.  I  know  very  well  there 


TREATMENT  OF  CANCER. 


25 


does  not,  and  cannot  exist  any  specific  against 
sucli  a  disease  ;  but  there  exist,  notwithstanding, 
rational  and  natural  means  that  should  be  used 
when  the  case  admits  of  it,  and  which  ought 
then  to  be  followed  by  the  application  of  all  kinds 
of  agencies,  according  to  one’s  tact,  inspiration, 
instinct,  experience,  judgment,  and  discretion. 
For,  according  to  my  mind,  all  means  are  good 
when  they  prove  efficient  to  accomplish  a  cure. 

I  consider  as  being  guilty,  prejudiced,  nay, 
barbarous,  and  averse  to  progress,  the  phy¬ 
sician,  who,  failing  to  master  a  disease  by 
rational  and  well-known  means,  should  refuse  to 
try  other  means,  or  more  occult  remedies,*  the 
most  of  which  would  undoubtedly  cure,  if  properly 
applied  and  in  time  ;  seeing  that  we  do  not,  any 
of  us,  know  the  full  extent  of  the  resources  of 
science  nor  the  limits  of  possibility. 

In  fact,  this  extraordinary  indifference  on  the 
part  of  the  physicians  cannot  fail  to  astonish. 
I  could  really  and  readily  understand  it  if  no 
success  had  ever  crowned  their  efforts,  but  such 
is  not  the  case.  Thus  by  consulting  the  different 
works  on  the  subject  by  Recamier,  Baudelooque, 
Tanciion,  &c.,  we  find  numerous  cases  of  cures 
of  cancer,  of  tumours  of  the  breast — all  of  a 
more  or  less  dangerous  nature — that  have  been 
cured  without  any  operation,  or  the  employment 
of  caustic — yes,  even  according  to  the  simple 
method  of  Mr.  Cabarret. 
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cured  by 

Antiphlogistic^. 

13 

n 

Compression. 

13 

n 

Hemlock. 

G 

5) 

Gangrene. 

5 

11 

Chloride  of  Barium. 

5 

1) 

Carrots. 

4 

11 

Belladonna. 

3 

11 

Ammonia. 

o 

11 

Sedum,  pungent  or  vermicular. 

2 

11 

Bemedy  of  Pissies  (of  Troyes). 

1 

11 

Phosphate  of  Iron. 

1 

11 

Syrup  of  Yitelbe. 

1 

11 

Foxglove. 

1 

11 

Iodide  of  Potassium. 

1 

11 

Metastasis. 

1 

11 

Chloride  of  Gold. 

1 

11 

Natural  efforts. 

1 

11 

Cold  water. 

G 

11 

Various  means. 

Total ...  89 

c 

By  perusal  of  tlio  works  on  tlio  subject  by 
English,  American,  and  German  writers,  a  great 
number  of  facts  analogous  to  the  precedent  might 
be  found,  but  I  presume  the  above  cases  will 
suffice  to  fix  the  attention  and  induce  physicians 
to  entertain  henceforth  more  rational  and  con¬ 
soling  ideas  and  opinions  than  those  they  seem 
to  have  entertained  up  to  the  present  time. 

Special  Treatment. 

By  special  treatment  I  do  not  mean  to  imply  a 
specific  treatment,  but  a  rational  one.  It  is  always 
in  the  power  of  physicians  to  alleviate,  the 
sufferings  of  their  patients  in  every  kind  of 
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malady,  and  oven  in  cancorous  affections  ;  there¬ 
fore  it  is  their  duty,  from  a  point  of  view  both 
scientific  and  philanthropic,  never  to  abandon  hope 
or  desert  the  patients  who  trust  in  their  skill. 

Whatever  be  the  name  given  to  my  way  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  in  the  treatment  of  cancerous  affections, 
method  or  system,  neither  the  one  nor  the  other 
is  in  the  least  absolute  ;  my  plan  of  treatment,  in 
fact,  rests  upon  essential  bases,  from  which  I  would 
on  no  account  deviate  ;  besides,  I  use  various 
substances,  various  modes  and  auxiliaries. 

The  disease  being  of  a  complex  nature  and  its 
effects  varied,  my  treatment  also  is  complex  and 
its  application  varied.  In  fact,  it  has  already 
been  demonstrated,  in  the  course  of  this 
brief  treatise,  that  cancerous  diseases  are  a 
virulent  infection  of  the  mass  of  the  blood,  and 
that  this  infection  is  the  causo  of  which  cancer 
is  the  effect.  Now  by  attacking  the  cause  I 
contend  I  do  destroy  that  effect.  By  the  old 
system,  when  the  neat  of  disease  was  discovered 
a  certain  cure  was  the  result  :  why  not  now  ? 
Therein  lies  the  whole  secret  of  my  method.  But 
it  will  be  asked,  IIow  do  you  destroy  this  cause  ? 
How  do  you  manage  to  remove  the  effect  ?  In  one 
word,  how  do  you  obtain  a  perfect  cure  ?  To  these 
questions  I  will  promptly,  clearly,  and  categorical  ly 
answer  ;  and  in  my  reply,  no  doubt,  I  shall  exhibit 
more  candour  and  unreservedness  than  have  been 
shown  to  me  by  some  learned  medical  gentle¬ 
men  ;  trusting,  however,  that  all  unprejudiced 
and  honest  practitioners  will  liberally  appreciate 
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my  openness  and  give  me  due  credit  for  being 
explicit  without  any  reserve  whatsoever  ;  and 
that  they  will  not  prejudge  my  formulæ  before 
having  carefully  and  fairly  subjected  them  to  the 
crucible  of  science  and  reason. 

I  divide  my  mode  of  treatment  into  three 
parts  : — - 

1 .  Internal  Treatm ent . 

2.  External  Treatment. 

8.  Auxiliary  Treatment. 

The  internal  treatment  consists, — 

First, — In  a  sudorific  purgative  given  in  the 
shape  of  pills,  and  continued  nearly  during  the 
whole  course  of  treatment. 

Secondly, — According  to  the  nature  of  the 
case,  a  palatable  ptisan  or  beverage,  the  com¬ 
pounds  of  which  are  as  follows,  whilst  its  ele¬ 
ments  always  or  invariably  comprise  aperients 
and  sudorifics  or  diuretics. 


Agrimon.  eupator . 

.  10 

grammes. 

Rad.  inulæ  lielenii . 

.  10 

Aristolocliiæ  . 

.  10 

Rutæ  .  . 

.  5 

r> 

Salviæ  off.  . 

.  10 

Artemisiæ  vulg . 

.  10 

}» 

Polypodii  vulg . 

.  10 

5) 

Aquæ  . 

.  1,500 

?> 

The  external  treatment  is  both  more  com¬ 
plicated  and  more  varied.  It  is  composed,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  nature  of  the  case,  of  a  slight 
cauterization  either  of  thymic  acid,  tincture  of 
guaco,  or  of  arnica.  Or,  again,  in  the  application 
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simply  of  the  ointment  known  as  pomatum  of 
plomb  modifié  and  calbazazer. 

The  sore  is  then  always  covered  by  me  with  a 
plaster,  generally  prepared  just  when  required, 
designated  Calbonia  Resina.  It  is  carefully 
laid,  so  as  to  well  cover  the  sore,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  to  exercise  a  slight  pressure 
upon  it.  Then  all  the  parts  round  it,  and  other 
parts  which  are  painful,  must  be  properly  lubri¬ 
cated  with  calbazazer  ointment. 

In  my  mode  of  treatment,  the  application  of 
the  plasters  and  the  ointment  of  calbazazer  are 
nearly  the  only  things  necessary  and  indispens¬ 
able.  It  must  not,  however,  be  concluded  or 
surmised  from  this,  that  the  emplastic  matter  is 
invariably  the  same — quite  the  reverse  ;  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  sore,  so  does  the  plaster 
vary,  if  not  altogether  in  its  elements,  at  least 
frequently  as  to  the  doses  or  quantities  of  those 
substances  that  enter  into  its  composition. 

As  to  the  auxiliary  treatment,  it  is  easy  to  con¬ 
ceive  how  varied  it  must  necessarily  be.  How¬ 
ever,  I  never  deviate  from  the  principles  of  my 
method,  which  consists  in  abstaining  from  the  use 
of  all  kinds  of  irritating  medicaments  producing 
thirst,  as  iodine,  mercury,  and  other  substances, 
the  effects  of  which  are  sufficiently  indicated  by 
the  fearful  agonies  which  their  use  causes  to  the 
patient. 

In  my  auxiliary  treatment,  I  mostly  prescribe, 
and  that  in  preference,  sedative  pills  without 
opium.  These  are  compounded  of  assaeœtida 
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and  valerian  (many  kinds)  ;  purgative  ptisan,  in 
all  cases  of  great  constipation;  and  diuretics 
(squills,  glycyrrliiza,  maize  straw)  in  case  of 
inflammation  towards  tlie  region  of  the  loins. 

I  also  frequently  use  as  an  auxiliary  the  mineral 
waters  known  under  the  appellation  of  Elisabeth 
water  of  Homburg,  and  those  of  Watt  wilier. 
The  first  is  chloruretted,  slightly  alkaline,  and 
acts  as  a  mild  and  gentle  purgative.  I  generally 
prescribe  those  waters  to  be  taken  in  the  morning 
before  breakfast — two  or  three  tumblers. 

The  Wattwiller  water  possesses  arsenical  and 
ferruginous  properties,  which  are  most  valuable 
to  persons  with  bilious,  chlorotic,  or  exhausted 
temperaments  ;  and  to  those  whose  cancerous 
affections  begin  or  originate  from  a  syphilitic  or 
tuberculous  affection. 

I  would  also  bring  and  recommend  to  the 
notice  of  medical  men  those  waters  for  certain 
scorbutic  affections,  and  many  other  diseases  of 
the  skin.  They  prove  also  very  efficacious,  accord¬ 
ing  to  many  eminent  chemists  who  have  analyzed 
them.,  in  case  of  rheumatism,  gravel,  congestion  of 
the  liver,  hypochondria,  hysteria,  and  nephritic 
colic. 

I  give  here  below  a  chemical  analysis  of  these 
waters,  so  that  every  one  may  judge  better,  and 
avec  connaissance  de  cause ,  of  their  value,  and  form 
a  correct  estimate  of  their  efficacy  as  a  healing 
beverage. 

According  to  Messrs.  C.  Henry  and  A. 
Chevallier,  the  eminent  chemists,  these  waters 
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contain  for  every  litre  (a  little  more  than  an 
imperial  quart)  : — 

Minimum  quantity. 

Carbonic  acid . 

Carbonate  of  lime 

„  of  magnesia  .  OIGO 


0-280 


„  of  iron  .  0-020 

Chloride  of  sodium  .  0-060 

„  of  magnesia .  0-070 

Sulphate  of  lime  .  0-100 

„  of  soda . 0-160 

Aluminum 

A  rsenic  . 


00  45 


Manganese . . . 

Salts  of  potasli  . 

Sal  ammoniacum  . . . 

Organic  matter  . 

Alumish  silure  .  0-125 


Total  .  1-020 


Now  that  I  have  explained  the  various  means 
I  use  in  the  treatment  of  cancerous  affections,  I 
have  only  to  mention  and  describe  the  elementary 
substances  which  form  part  of  the  composition  of 
the  pills,  salves,  plasters,  and  ointments  I  have 
already  alluded  to. 

Nearly  all  are  taken  from  the  vegetable  king¬ 
dom,  and  a  portion  of  them  belongs  to  that  class 
of  vegetables  designated  under  the  name  of 
balsamic,  turpentine,  or  resinous.  The  following 
is  a  correct  enumeration  of  them,  according  to 
their  importance  and  usefulness  : — -1.  Celandine  ; 
2.  Guaco  ;  3.  Batavian,  or  Venetian  Turpentine  ; 
4.  Galbanum  ;  5.  Myrrh  ;  6.  Petroleum. 

Some  of  the  readers  of  this  treatise  may  perhaps 
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have  wondered  at  the  foreign  names  I  have  given 
to  my  plasters  and  ointments  ;  but  I  had  good 
reasons  for  adopting  this  nomenclature,  though 
it  might  possibly  sound  strange  to  the  ear.  How¬ 
ever,  to  explain  my  meaning  clearly,  I  give  below 
the  composition  of  these  special  preparations,  so 
that  every  one  may  be  enabled  to  understand  how, 
and  in  virtue  of  what  principle,  these  preparations 
are  acting  upon  the  patient. 

Caleonia  Resina  Plaster. — A  word  used  by  the 
Malays,  and  probably  having  its  etymology  from 
the  Latin,  Gaiaphonia  résina.  Its  composition, 
variable  as  to  quantities,  consists  of  : — * 


Extr.  guaci  . 

....  10 

grammes, 

Chelidonii  majoris . 

....  10 

a 

Gumini  myrrliæ . 

....  10 

if 

Galbani  . 

....  10 

ii 

Olei  olivæ  . 

....  100 

a 

cCeræ  alb . 

....  25 

)f 

Plumbi  carb . 

....  50 

a 

Camplioræ  . 

.  20 

if 

Calbazazer  Ointment.  From  the  Malay  word 
for  “  turpentine.”  It  is  composed  as  follows  : — 


XJ ngt.  resinæ . 

.  25 

grammes 

Tinctur.  guaci  . 

.  10 

Petrolei  . 

.  10 

if 

Lavandulae . 

.  10 

11 

Olei  olivæ  . 

.  50 

a 

Ceræ  . 

.  20 

a 

Ankat-Zakkit  Pills  (from  two  Malay  words, 
“  Ankatt,”  to  pass;  and  “  Zakkit,”  disease ). — • 
These  most  efficient  pills,  the  use  of  which  I 
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frequently  recommend  to  my  patients,  consist,  as 
nearly  as  possible,  of  the  following  substances, 
which  vary  and  are  supplemented  according  to 
the  nature  and  gravity  of  the  affection,  and  the 
constitution  of  the  patient  : — 


ly,  Extr.  quassiæ  amar . 

...  10 

grammes. 

Taraxaci  . 

....  10 

Chelidonii  major .  . 

....  3 

5  J 

Mannse  . . 

....  10 

Aloes  . 

....  5 

5) 

Extr.  glycyrrliizæ  . 

...  10 

5» 

Pulv.  rad.  rhei  . 

...  10 

)J 

Karawaif  Mixture  (to  be 

used 

internally  in 

cases  of  affections  of  the  stomach), 
tion  consists  of  : — 

Its  composi- 

y 

1,1  Extr.  guaci . 

....  5 

grammes. 

Ungt.  resinæ . 

....  11 

5) 

Mellis . 

....  10 

it 

Olei  olivæ  . 

....  15 

it 

Ceræ  alb . 

....  10 

Lign.  santalin . 

5 

it 

This  mixture  is  intended,  to  be  taken  in  small 

doses  whenever  the  stomach  is  affected,  or  when 

« 

it  becomes  urgent  to  restore  the  strength  and 
vitality  the  patient  may  have  lost  after  long  suf¬ 
ferings.  It  is  also  anti-septic. 

Ointment  of  Plomb  Modifie .  —  This  ointment 
has  proved  of  the  greatest  service  to  me  in  the 
treatment  of  tumours  and  indurations,  on  account 
of  its  efficacy.  It  is  prepared  cold,  and  in  con¬ 
sequence  its  pharmaceutical  preparation  is  rather 
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long,  difficult,  and  quite  special.  Its  composition 
consists  of  : — 

Lithargyri  . 

Olei  olivse  . 

Pomat.  calbazazæ 
Aceti . 

I  think  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  prescribe 
here,  and  give  a  full  analysis  of  the  gargles  I 
use  in  cases  of  ulceration  of  the  throat,  or  to  the 
injections  for  cancer  of  the  womb. 

These  compositions  differ  but  slightly  from  those 
of  the  preceding  preparations,  with  the  exception, 
however,  of  the  addition  of  either  some  decoc¬ 
tions,  or  special  oils,  to  render  them  liquid  and 
proper  for  use.  Let  us  now  examine  the  value, 
the  nature,  the  therapeutic  properties  of  the  in¬ 
gredients,  the  medicaments  which  enter  into  the 
preparation.  I  need  not  say  anything  about 
turpentine  ;  after  all  that  has  already  been  said 
and  written  concerning  the  properties  of  that 
substance,  and  the  place  it  occupies  in  thera¬ 
peutics,  any  observations  on  my  part  would  be 
superfluous.  The  same  may  be  said  of  myrrh, 
which  of  course  is  universally  known,  although 
not  so  frequently  employed  as  it  deserves  to  be. 
But  such  is  not  the  case  with  celandine  and 
guaco.  These  plants  and  their  properties,  in  fact, 
are  almost  unknown  in  Europe,  or  rather  they 
are  not  quite  acknowledged — they  are  neglected. 
Celandine  is  hardly  ever  mentioned  in  the  mani¬ 
pulating  officinal  of  the  French  pharmacy.  And 


15  grammes. 
25  „ 

50 

50 
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as  to  guaco,  it  is  completely  ignored  ;  and  if  it 
were  not  for  what  has  been  written  concerning 
that  plant  by  M.  Guiboint  in  France  and  Senor 
Gomez  in  Spain,  the  médical  world  would  likely 
still  be  completely  in  the  dark  even  as  to  its 
existence. 

What  a  mine  of  wealth  exists  in  the  vegetable 
kingdom  that  is  still  unknown,  and  even  unsus¬ 
pected.  How  many  plants  are  we  not  jDassing  by 
every  day  of  our  lives  without  any  thought  or 
suspicion,  without  dreaming  they  are  perhaps 
destined  to  operate  a  complete  revolution  in  the 
art  of  healing,  and  to  save  the  life  of  thousands 
of  our  fellow- creatures  who  at  present  reject  and 
ignore  them. 

Celandine  ( Ghelidonia  majora )  belongs  to  the 
family  of  the  Papaveraceæ.  This  herb  bears  yellow 
flowers,  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  and  grows  in  cer¬ 
tain  regions  and  climates  amidst  ruins  and  along, 
side  of  old  walls.  It  contains  a  yellowish  juice — 
tartj  purgative,  hydrogenous,  anti- scrofulous — and 
is  said  to  contain  a  small  quantity  of  gamboge. 
According  to  several  eminent  chemists,  the  plant 
contains  also  chelidonium  and  celandinic  acid. 
Scapoli  informs  us  that,  in  some  countries,  a  de¬ 
coction  of  it  is  used  as  a  most  efficient  remedy 
against  worms  in  horses’  feet.  In  France  and 
Germany  it  is  acknowledged  as  being  most 
efficacious  for  the  cure  of  warts  and  corns. 

In  the  East  Indies  this  plant  enjoys  a  well- 
deserved  reputation;  it  is  used  daily  for  the 
kind  of  affections  of  which  I  am  now  treating. 

o  2 
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Besides,  the  curative  properties  I  liavo  enumerated 
above,  which  are  confirmed  by  some  of  the 
learned  men  of  Europe  and  America,  although 
they  have  studied  the  plant  but  superficially, 
completely  justify  the  full  confidence  1  entertain 
concerning  its  efficacy. 

The  Guaco — I  mean  the  true  gnaco — is  a  tree 
that  grows  in  India.  It  belongs  to  the  family  of 
the  Eupatoriæ,  and  has  been  frequently  mistaken 
or  confounded  with  the  Eupatorium  macro - 
phyllum,  the  Ay  a  pana.  The  real  guaco  is 
highly  esteemed  by  the  natives  of  all  parts  of 
India,  who  use  it  against  .  snake-bitos.  This 
plant  is  a  powerful  anti-septic  remedy.  Experi¬ 
ments  have  also  been  made  with  the  guaco  at  the 
Military  Hospital  at  Yalentia,  with  very  favour¬ 
able  and  unexpected  results. 

I  have,  for  years,  both  in  India  and  Europe, 
made  careful  researches  concerning  the  thera¬ 
peutical  value  of  guaco,  and  I  can  confidently 
assert  that  it  is  a  powerful  excitant  when  applied 
externally  ;  that  it  modifies  the  organic  tissues, 
favours  construction,  and  possesses  a  more 
powerful  action  than  any  other  known  remedy. 
It  may  be  likewise  used  with  great  advantage 
for  carbuncles,  tubercles  of  the  face,  stings  of 
venomous  animals,  &c.  Its  antiseptic  action  is 
very  efficient. 

Galbanum  occupies  but  little  place  in  my  treat¬ 
ment  of  cancer.  If  is  a  resinous  gum,  with  a 
very  offensive  fetid  odour.  Galbanum  is  ex¬ 
tracted  fi;om  a  plant  bearing  the  same  name. 
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It  is,  however,  very  seldom  used  by  French 
chemists. 

Petroleum — at  least  what  I  call  petroleum — is 
a  mineral  essence  distilled,  purified,  and  separated 
from  most  of  the  fatty  matters  it  contains.  It  is 
generally  known  under  the  appellation  of  petrol. 
Petroleum  is  not,  therefore,  the  oil  of  petrol  ;  but 
it  is  a  mineral  portion  of  this  oil,  with  the  com¬ 
bination.  of  which  I  am  not  yot  completely 
familiar.  I  make  but  a  limited  use  of  it  in  my 
preparation  ;  it  is,  however,  much  employed  in 
India,  where  it  enjoys  the  same  reputation  as  tar. 

If  the  preparation  of  petroleum  was  obtained, 
or  could  be  obtained,  by  the  ordinary  process  of 
European  chemistry,  I  might  no  doubt  be  able  to 
givo  the  formula,  and  the  mode  of  preparation, 
but  the  Indians  have  a  way  of  proceeding  which 
would  only  make  the  medical  profession  smile  ; 
and,  nevertheless,  it  yields  a  product  with  the 
properties  of  which  they — the  Indians — are  well 
acquainted,  although  they  care  very  little  about 
the  tc  why  and  wherefore.” 

These  ways  may,  perhaps,  be  considered  bar¬ 
barous  by  some,  and  they  might  astonish  a 
greater  number,  but  what  of  that?  The  Indian 
is  thus  peculiarly  organized.  He  says  to  himself, 
“  Experience  teaches  that  such  a  thing  is  bad  ; 
well,  I  leave  it  alone,  I  distrust  it.”  Thon  on 
the  other  side,  “It  is  good — I  adopt  it.”  And 
ho  says  no  more,  so  confident  is  ho  of  the  conse¬ 
quences. 

I  must,  however,  call  the  attention  of  the 
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reader  to  the  analogy  that  exists  between  my 
treatment  and  the  means  used,  up  to  this  day, 
with  complete  success.  The  fact  is,  that  a  good 
number  of  cures  are  attributed  to  compression,  to 
the  remedy  called  Pissies ,  and  to  hemlock. 

Now,  in  my  mode  of  treatment,  the  practice 
of  compression  exists,  from  the  mere  fact  of  the 
application  of  plasters,  covered  with  wadding 
and  bandages.  And  I  cannot  but  consider  this 
method  as  being  a  very  efficient  auxiliary. 

In  the  remedy  of  Pissies ,  the  analogy  is  more 
striking  still.  This  remedy,  which  used  at  one 
time  to  enjoy  a  great  reputation  amongst  some 
practitioners  of  considerable  note,  consists  partly 
of  turpentine  and  oil  of  loam.  As  for  hem¬ 
lock,  I  have  but  little  to  say  about  it  ;  notwith¬ 
standing  the  success  it  is  said  to  have  obtained. 
I  am  much  inclined  to  doubt  its  efficacy— 
et  pour  cause .  It  possesses,  moreover,  some 
inconveniences,  which  it  will  not  be  useless  for 
me  to  point  out  : — first,  it  occasions  generally  a 
state  of  constipation,  and  then  it  is  repugnant  to 
certain  stomachs,  being  also  very  irritating  to  the 
skin,  when  applied  externally. 

Having  made  these  few  remarks,  I  may  as  well 
proceed  to  elucidate  other  considerations  con¬ 
cerning  my  special  treatment. 

JNTo  practical  man  or  physiologist  is  ignorant  of 
the  fact,  that  the  skin  absorbs,  not  only  heat,  air, 
or  water,  but  that  it  is  also  penetrated  by 
alimentary  substances,  medicaments,  and  other 
principles  of  all  sorts.  The  skin  is,  therefore,  an 
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excellent  channel— powerful  and  wide-open  to 
medication.  This  faculty  of  the  integuments  is 
especially  useful  in  all  cases  of  engorgement, 
induration,  and  tumours  of  the  breast,  the  more 
so,  because  the  medicaments,  in  order  to 
penetrate  into  the  circulation,  have  to  pass 
through  the  morbid  tissues  ;  so  that  the  principles 
of  the  disease  can  be  thus  modified,  if  not  entirely 
destroyed.  The  skin,  therefore,  in  its  normal 
state  supplies  the  physician  with  a  wide  and  safe 
channel,  through  which  the  medicaments  are 
penetrating  in  a  state  of  purity — much  superior 
to  that  of  substances  that  have  been  previously 
absorbed  by  the  digestive  organs.  According  to 
the  experiments  that  have  been  made,  one  has 
been  led  to  believe  that  the  skin  absorbs  in¬ 
discriminately  every  substance  coming  into  contact 
with  its  surface  ;  but,  afterwards,  method  elimi¬ 
nated  and  rejected  all  useless  principles.  Thus, 
in  my  method,  to  obtain  or  produce  this  elimina¬ 
tion,  I  dispense  also  various  evacuating  depurative 
medicines. 

Thus  the  plasters  directly  applied  upon  the  sore 
and  around  it,  as  well  as  the  ointments,  penetrate 
into  the  blood,  better  than  by  any  other  channel, 
and,  moreover,  they  have  thus  a  local  effect  to 
which  I  would  call  attention.  In  order  to  pene¬ 
trate  from  the  surface  of  the  skin  into  the  great 
circulation,  they  have  to  pass  through  the  minor 
circulation — that  is  to  say — to  go  through  all  the 
tissues  that  separate  them  from  the  great 
circulating  vessel.  So  that  thus — in  their  way — 
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they  may  possibly,  if  not  likely,  come  into  im¬ 
mediate  contact  with  the  agents  or  molecules.  It 
matters  little  whether  they  act  afterwards,  by 
modifying  the  sensibility,  or  the  nature  of  the 
tissues  with  which  they  come  into  contact,  either 
through  affinity,  or  by  their  electro-chemical  and 
dynamical  properties  ;  the  fact  is,  they  can,  as  it 
were,  grapple  with  the  enemy  they  are  intended 
to  destroy,  without  hindering  in  the  least  the 
general  effect  produced  by  them,  as  soon  as  they 
have  penetrated  to  the  great  circulating  vessel. 
The  reader  must  be  able  now  to  understand  why 
I  stated  that  my  system  of  plaster  is  a  good 
auxiliary,  from  the  kind  of  pressure  or  compression 
it  exercises. 

I  intend  to  show  in  another  chapter,  the  results 
I  obtain  by  the  employment  of  this  method.  But 
before  doing  so,  I  will  endeavour  to  give  a  few 
useful  hints  to  those  who  desire  to  devote  special 
attention  to  the  treatment  of  cancer,  and  I  would 
advise  them,  first,  to  study  thoroughly  the  constitu¬ 
tion  and  system  of  the  patient  before  they  begin  to 
prescribe,  before  initiating  any  particular  mode  of 
treatment  ;  then  also  to  carefully  inquire  into  all 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  disorder  has 
manifested  itself.  I  would  likewise  advise  them 
to  inquire  into  the  general  habits,  diet,  and  even 
occupations  of  the  patient  ;  for  all  these  various 
matters  or  causes  have  a  great  share,  and  ex¬ 
ercise  considerable  influence  in  the  modification 
of  the  general  organic  system. 

I  would  specially  recommend  to  administer  the 
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medicaments  only  in  small  closes,  and  for  a  great 
length  of  time  ;  because  it  is  of  the  greatest 
urgency  to  spare  as  much  as  possible  those  delicate 
organs  upon  which  they  are  to  act  ;  and  on  the 
other  hand,  I  cannot  repeat  it  too  often,  it  is 
indispensable  to  imprint  or  give  a  new  direction 
to  the  whole  system  ;  then,  again,  it  is  only  after 
a  lengthened  space  of  time  that  this  result  may 
be  obtained. 

Once  commenced,  the  treatment  ought  to  be 
persevered  in,  both  on  the  part  of  the  medical 
practitioner,  and  of  the  patient  ;  for  the  aim  to 
be  arrived  at  is  the  modification  of  the  system, 
and  this  is  not  the  work  of  one  day  ;  the  per¬ 
spicacity  of  the  first,  and  the  docile  punctuality 
of  the  other,  are  equally  requisite.  To  obtain  a 
good  result,  both  the  physician  and  the  patient 
must  assist  each  other  mutually  with  their  efforts 
as  well  as  with  their  remarks  and  observations. 
The  physician  ought  not  to  feel  discouraged  if 
unsuccessful  at  first  ;  he  ought  to  know  that  in 
such  a  disease  as  cancer,  and  with  the  same  patient, 
very  frequently  the  lack  of  immediate  success  and 
other  shortcomings  turn  out  to  be  of  the  greatest 
and  most  instructive  value. 


CHAPTER  III. 


Curability  or  Cancer. 


LT  HOUGH  I  have  as  yet  neither  the  very 


Ai.  long  experience,  nor  the  authority,  that  age 
and  exceptionally  long  practice  can  or  is  supposed 
to  give,  for  proving  the  curability  of  cancer,  yet  I 
shall  always  most  strenuously  oppose  the  dogma 
setting  forth  the  impossibility  of  curing  it. 

The  majority  of  cancerous  affections  can  and 
would  be  cured  were  the  humane  always  para¬ 
mount  over  the  party  spirit. 

When  the  learned  were  told  that  a  man  would 
rise  into  the  air  by  means  of  a  few  sheets  of 
paper  ;  that  bridges  without  archos  would  be 
thrown  across  rivers  ;  that  locomotives  would 
replace  stage-coaches  ;  that  the  electric  spark 
would  literally  “  put  a  girdle  round  the  earth  in 
forty  minutes;”  that  hydrogen  gas  would  light 
up  cities — -they  laughed  and  rofused  to  believe  : 
these  are  now  familiar  things  and  practices. 
Why,  therefore,  should  facts  that  have  been  and 
are  being  daily  produced  in  general  science,  not 
be  possible  also  in  physic  P 

My  opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  curability  of 
cancer  are  grounded  on  the  observations  which 
I  have  gathered  from  foreign  authors,  on  my  own, 
and  others  which  it  would  have  been  superfluous 
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to  quote  in  this  treatise  ;  also  on  my  numerous 
experiments  in  India  and  elsewhere  ;  and,  finally, 
on  the  favourable  results  I  have  obtained,  and 
which  I  intend  to  make  known  in  these  pages. 

By  the  concurrence  of  the  means  I  employ 
daily  in  my  practice — namely,  more  or  less  com¬ 
pressible  plasters,  ointments  applied  round  the 
sore,  and  on  the  tender  parts,  and  an  appropriate 
external  treatment,  I  have  seen  large  tumours 
decrease  sensibly  in  size,  and  incipient  or  small 
ones  disappear  altogether.  Others  there  are 
which  branch,  the  elements  of  which  separate  and 
form  small  indurations,  which  remain  stationary  ; 
others  again  diminish  gradually,  and  are  finally 
lost  very  frequently  in  the  fatty  tissue.  I  have 
observed  large  engorgements  almost  totally  dis¬ 
appear,  leaving  no  other  trace  after  them  but 
fibrous  clustres,  common  to  female  breasts,  and 
with  many  young  women,  even  those  who  never 
have  borne  children. 

I  have  also  observed  certain  tumours  totally 
circumscribed  and  isolated,  which  seemed  en¬ 
cysted,  shrink,  become  harder,  then  remain  in  a 
state  of  inertia ,  and  finally  disappear. 

Some  ulcerated  tumours  sometimes  find  a 
discharge  through  the  sore  itself,  which  seems  to 
act  as  a  conduit  ;  the  sore  causing  a  good  suppu¬ 
ration  to  a  sanguinolent  and  corroded  breast. 
This  is  followed  by  a  serous  fluid  without  either 
colour  or  odour  ;  and  lastly,  the  sore  progresses 
towards  a  complete  cure. 

I  have  also  known  cancers  of  the  most  acute 
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and  virulent  form,  in  which  the  abundant  and 
fetid  suppuration  became  clearer,  and,  lastly, 
stopped  entirely;  the  regions  where  it  was  formed, 
and  the  excavations  into  which  it  was  gathering, 
closed  gradually,  in  consequence  of  the  repeated 
dressings.  The  bottom  or  lower  part  of  these 
rose  then  to  the  level  of  the  sore,  which  also  lost 
its  ugly  aspect,  and  healed  completely,  leaving 
only  the  mark  of  a  blister.  The  injections,  pre¬ 
pared  as  I  have  indicated,  stop  the  progress  of 
ulcer  of  the  womb.  By  their  use  all  pains  of 
the  loins  and  anus  cease  :  moreover,  those  fetid 
flowings  or  discharges,  those  shreds  or  small 
pieces  of  putrefied  flesh,  cease  to  be  thrown  off  ; 
but  a  liquid,  serous  and  not  abundant,  follows  ; 
whilst  hæmorrhages,  so  ^exhausting  to  patients 
by  their  frequency,  no  longer  happen.  I  have 
frequently  observed  that  the  womb  then  shrunk, 
leaving  nothing  but  a  tuberosity,  insensible, 
indurated,  granulated,  and  sometimes  very  small. 

I  have  also  frequently  observed  that  far  ad¬ 
vanced  cancers,  after  the  treatment,  sprung  up 
— as  it  were — on  all  sides,  became  cicatrized  in 
the  centre,  and  confined  to  the  skin.  This  is  the 
most  remarkable  and  ordinary  modification  I 
obtained  as  the  result  of  my  endeavours. 

In  that  state  the  disease  seems  at  first  to 
remain  stationary,  then  it  decreases.  One  might 
almost  imagine  that  the  medicaments  have  bent 
the  evil  and  the  system  under  their  domination. 
Under  my  treatment  the  patient  feels  no  pain  ; 
he  regains  liis  appetite,  sleep,  and  an  appearance 
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of  health  ;  the  skin  recovers  its  whiteness  ;  the 
flesh  becomes  firm  ;  the  diathesis  is  stopped, 
whilst  the  suppuration  is  diminished  and  loses  its 
thickness  and  fetidness.  In  short,  the  cancer  loses 
more  and  more  of  its  influence  on  the  system. 
The  cancerous  diathesis  then  exhausts  itself,  and 
the  organic  system  recovers  a  sort  of  harmony, 
equilibrium,  and  health. 

I  now  conclude  these  remarks  by  expressing 
the  hope  that  physicians  will  learn  in  time,  not 
to  abandon  cancer,  as  being  incurable,  but  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  inexhaustible  resources  of  science 
(but  superficially  explored  as  yet)  added  to  those 
which  it  has  already  placed  at  their  disposal. 


Conclusion. 

At  the  commencement  of  this  treatise  I  promised 
to  avoid  as  far  as  was  possible  the  use  of  medical 
phraseology.  I  have  also  abstained  from  giving 
any  description  of  the  minute  structure,  formation, 
and  development  of  cancer-cells,  &c.,  as  possess¬ 
ing  no  interest  for  those  for  whose  information,  in 
great  measure,  this  little  work  is  intended — namely 
those  who  are  so  unfortunate  as  to  suffer  from 
this  terrible  and  so-called  incurable  malady  ;  and  I 
think  that  a  resume  in  a  few  plain  words  of  the 
principal  points  of  my  theory  and  practice  will 
not  be  out  of  place. 

Firstly,  I  maintain  that  Cancer  is  essentially  a 
blôod-p oison,  which  is  deposited  in  the  various 
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parts  of  tlie  body  in  the  order  I  have  already 
described,  females  being  more  liable  to  its  influ¬ 
ence  than  males  ;  and  I  also  maintain  that  this 
virus  can  be,  and  in  fact  is,  neutralized  by  the  anti¬ 
septic  and  eliminative  medicaments  I  use,  whether 
given  internally  or,  as  is  frequently  the  case  in 
my  treatment,  applied  outwardly,  when  the  skin’s 
power  of  absorption  is  called  into  action. 

Secondly,  I  assert  that  Cancer  is  curable  by  my 
method,  that  is,  in  a  large  majority  of  cases,  espe¬ 
cially  when  advice  is  sought  at  an  early  period  ; 
and  it  is  rather  a  strange  fact  that  several  of  my 
most  successful  cases  have  occurred  in  the  persons 
of  patients  who  had  previously  been  given  up  as 
hopeless  by  surgeons  of  high  professional  stand¬ 
ing.  At  the  present  moment  I  have  under  my 
care  a  gentleman  who,  sixteen  months  since,  was 
informed  by  several  hospital  surgeons  that  he 
had  but  a  year  to  live.  He  has  been  under  my 
treatment  for  some  time,  and  now,  instead  of  a 
man  worn  out  by  pain  and  disease,  wefind  one  in 
the  enjoyment  of  good  health,  free  from  pain,  and 
whose  cancer  is  almost  healed. 

But  there  is  another  important  point  to  which 
attention  is  to  be  drawn, — the  f  reedom  from  pain 
which  is  enjoyed  after  the  first  few  days  of  treat¬ 
ment.  The  sharp  lancinating  pain  so  indicative 
of  this  disease  begins  to  lessen  after  the  first 
dressing,  and  at  the  end  of  from  five  to  ten  days 
is  entirely  removed.  This  is  naturally  a  great 
blessing  to  ordinary  patents,  but  how  much  more 
so  to  those  who  are  afflicted  with  those  forms  of 
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the  disease  on  which  neither  the  ordinary  re¬ 
sources  of  medical  skill,  nor  even  remedies  such 
as  mine,  can  exert  any  influence  !  And  it  is  grati¬ 
fying  to  reflect  that  where  it  is  impossible  to  cure 
it  is  possible  to  prolong  the  life  of  the  sufferer  in 
comfort. 

The  custom  of  the  present  day  in  such  cases  is 
to  give  relief  by  adminstering  sedatives  and  nar¬ 
cotics,  generally  morphia,  either  by  the  mouth  or 
by  hypodermic  injection  ;  but  the  result  of  this  is 
simply  to  give  a  few  hours’  rest,  when  the  dose 
must  be  repeated.  How  much  better  if,  by  the 
application  of  a  few  simple  dressings,  we  can  ob¬ 
tain  a  more  permanent  result  and  preserve  their 
mental  powers  without  keeping  our  unfortunate 
patients  in  a  constant  semi-comatose  state.  In 
conclusion,  I  think  I  may  say  that  there  is  not  a 
case  of  cancer  in  which  my  system  can  fail  to  be 
beneficial  in  a  greater  or  lesser  degree  ;  and  should 
this  pamphlet  be  the  means  of  restoring  to  health 
and  comfort  a  few  only  of  my  suffering  fellow- 
creatures,  I  shall  feel  amply  rewarded  for  the 
labour  of  many  years. 


APPENDIX. 


Although  it  is  not  usual  for  a  medical  man 
to  give  publicity  to  any  cures  lie  may  happily 
have  effected,  yet  in  my  own  case,  as  a 
stranger  comparatively  unknown  in  London,  I 
deem  it  necessary  in  the  interest  of  suffering 
humanity,  as  well  as  for  the  satisfaction  of  the 
world  in  general,  to  show  the  success  of  my 
treatment  in  Cancerous  affections,  as  exemplified 
in  two  exceptional  cases,  which  have  lately  been 
under  my  care. 

CASE  I. 

Cancer  of  the  Lip. 

Nicholas  George  Plane,  aged  48,  shipwright  in  Chatham 
Dockyard,  resident  at  14,  Middle  Street,  Old  Brompton,  Kent, 
had  been  afflicted  for  ten  years  with  a  Cancer  of  the  under 
lip,  which  had  become,  at  the  time  of  his  placing  himself  under 
my  care,  as  large  as  a  walnut. 

In  spite  of  the  treatment  of  local  physicians,  he  had  no 
relief.  In  April,  1870,  he  came  to  the  Cancer  Hospital,  and 
was  advised  there  was  no  remedy  but  the  knife.  In  the 
month  of  August  in  the  present  year,  his  attention  was  directed 
to  my  pamphlet  on  the  “  Curability  of  Cancer”  (published  by 
Wyman  &  Sons,  Great  Queen  Street),  and  on  perusal  of  that, 
he  decided  to  place  himself  in  my  hands. 

On  the  lGth  of  August,  in  the  present  year,  he  placed 
himself  under  my  treatment,  and,  after  a  fortnight’s  attendance, 
he  returned  to  Chatham,  convalescent,  with  the  cancer  per¬ 
fectly  eradicated,  on  the  31st,  same  month.  At  this  date, 
September  29th,  he  is  quite  cured,  and  his  lip  has  resumed 
its  natural  shape. 
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I  had  the  satisfaction  of  receiving  the  following  letter  from 
him  after  his  cure.  Some  alterations  have  been  made  in  the 
orthography,  otherwise  it  is  an  exact  copy  : — 

To  Dr.  G.  von  Schmitt. 

il  Dear  Sir, — I  feel  obliged  to  acknowledge  my  unfeigned 
and  warmest  gratitude  to  a  benign  Providence,  through  which 
I  was  led  to  consult  you  for  the  cancer  then  upon  my  under 
lip.  And,  Sir,  my  impressions  are,  that,  so  long  as  memory 
shall  hold  its  seat,  there  must  be  an  abiding  thankfulness  to 
you  for  the  very  able  and  successful  treatment  that  has  relieved 
me  of  an  affliction  that  defied  many  and  every  means  employed 
for  ten  years.  And  when  I  look  at  myself,  and  contrast  my 
present  appearance  and  prospects  with  those  of  six  weeks  ago, 
also  as  medical  aid  to  whom  I  applied  previous  to  yourself 
could  offer  no  help  but  that  of  the  knife,  and  with  great 
uncertainty  as  to  a  cure. 

“  But  being  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  so  great  a  blessing, 
dear  doctor,  it  is  a  small  thing  for  me  to  acknowledge  that  you 
have  a  right  to  my  lasting  and  true  thankfulness,  of  which 
I  pray  you  accept  from  your  sincere  and  truly  benefited 
patient, 

“  NICHOLAS  GEORGE  PLANE, 
iC  Old  Brompton,  Kent. 

“  September  28th ,  1871.” 


CASE  II. 

Cancerous  Tumour  of  the  Right  Breast. 

Ann  Abercrombie,  20,  Hunt  Street,  Mile  End  New  Town, 
aged  40,  married,  had  a  cancerous  affection  of  the  right  breast, 
from  which  she  had  suffered  for  ten  months.  She  had  been 
an  out-patient  at  the  Metropolitan  Free  Hospital  and  at  St. 
Bartholomew’s,  at  both  of  which  institutions  an  operation 
was  pronounced  absolutely  necessary.  She  was  induced  to 
come  to  me  from  a  perusal  of  my  work  on  a  Cancer  without 
Surgical  Operation.”  She  placed  herself  under  my  care  on 
the  10th  of  August,  and  she  left  me  perfectly  cured  and 
without  any  fear  of  the  recurrence  of  the  complaint  on  the 
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30 tii  of  September.  I  have  received  the  following  flattering 
testimonial  in  reference  to  the  above  case  : — 

To  Dr.  von  Schmitt. 

i{  Dear  Doctor, — The  first  and  highest  of  duties  is  gratitude 
for  benefits  received,  and  what  benefits  can  equal  that  of  re¬ 
storation  to  health  after  a  long  and  painful  illness,  from  that 
terrible  disease — cancer  in  the  breast — with  which  my  wife  was 
suffering  for  a  considerable  time,  until,  fortunately,  we  saw  in 
a  newspaper  the  account  of  the  curability  of  cancer  by  Dr.  von 
Schmitt  1  My  wife  having  attended  two  of  the  London  hospitals 
without  having  received  any  benefits  from  either  of  those  insti¬ 
tutions,  determined  at  once  to  put  herself  under  your  treatment, 
and  with  the  blessing  of  God  she  is  now  in  perfect  health  ;  and 
we  shall  always  deem  it  a  duty  and  a  pleasure  to  recommend 
any  one  suffering  from  the  same  cause  to  make  a  trial  of  your 
unrivalled  treatment  and  skill.  You  are  at  liberty  to  make 
what  use  you  like  of  this  letter. 

“  I  remain,  yours  very  gratefully, 

“JAMES  ABERCROMBIE. 

“  20,  Hunt  Street, 

“  Mile  End  New  Town.” 

The  following  letter,  from  a  lady,  I  insert  with¬ 
out  any  comment  : — 

To  Dr  G.  von  Schmitt. 

“  The  testimony  of  an  obscure  individual  can  scarcely  add  to 
the  high  reputation  you  have  already  acquired  by  numerous 
and  successful  cures  of  that  most  dreaded  of  all  calamities — 
cancer;  still,  in  grateful  recognition  of  the  benefit  I  have 
derived  from  your  treatment,  I  beg  to  place  the  following  state¬ 
ment  at  your  disposal.  At  sixty-seven  years  of  age,  afflicted 
with  cancer  in  both  breasts,  the  right  one  half  eaten  away,  the 
right  arm  quite  benumbed  and  abnormally  swollen  and.  dis¬ 
coloured,  suffering  from  want  of  sleep,  loss  of  appetite,  and 
general  prostration  of  the  system,  I  sought  your  aid.  You 
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promised  little  ;  you  have  performed  wonders  !  I  am  relieved 
from  intolerable  physical  suffering,  have  now  a  hearty,  healthy 
appetite,  and  sleep  well  at  nights. 

“  Perhaps  no  better  proof  of  the  efficacy  of  your  treatment 
could  be  adduced,  than  the  fact  of  my  being  able  to  write  this 
with  my  own  hand — the  hand  that  little  more  than  a  month 
since  lay  inert  by  my  side  with  scarcely  any  sensation  of 
vitality. 

u  I  enclose  my  card.  “  T.  H. 

“Ivilburn,  bth  October,  1871.’ 


Extracts  from  the  “Petit  Journal/’  Volh  December,  1868. 

Letter  addressed  to  M.  de  Pêne,  Directeur  de  la  “  Gazette  des 
/ 

Etrangers,”  by  Alexandre  Dumas. 

“You  wish  to  be  informed  as  to  whether  you  are  justified  in 
giving  publicity  to  the  cures  by  Dr.  Schmitt,  and  you  desire 
me  to  state  what  Ï  know  personally  about  the  matter. 

“  Dr.  von  Schmitt  has  cured  me  of  two  serious  affections,  one 
of  which  was  located  upon  the  tongue.  It  was  I  who  spoke 

about  him  to  Count  de  Goltz . It  is  especially  upon 

cancers,  neuralgias,  and  rheumatisms  I  have  seen  the  science  of 

the  Doctor  produce  the  happiest  effects . This,  my  dear 

M.  de  Pêne,  is  what  I  feel  happy  to  have  in  my  power  to 
attest  and  certify,  being  the  exact  truth. 

“  Tout  à  vous, 

(Signed)  “  ALEXANDRE  DUMAS.” 

“P.S.  You  may,  if  you  wish,  obtain  even  more  precise 
details  from  Mdme.  Lagrange,  cured  of  a  cancer  in  the  face,  of 
nine  years’  standing  ;  also  the  Countess  d’Ash,  acute  rheuma¬ 
tism;  and  Mdme.  Bourgeon,  of  a  cancer  of  the  eye.” 

Letter  addressed  to  the  “  Fremdenblatt  ”  of  Berlin. 

(1  \.th  November,  1868.) 

TO  TIIE  EDITOR. 

“  Sir, — You  have  requested  me  to  send  you  some  information 
concerning  the  marvellous  cures  operated  almost  daily  in  Paris 
by  Dr.  von  Schmitt,  and  I  lose  no  time  in  replying  to  your 
wishes,  with  the  more  pleasure  that  thus  you  have  enabled 
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me  to  render  homage  and  justice  both  to  truth  and  to  the 
practical  science  of  this  celebrated  Doctor. 

u  During  the  very  remarkable  treatment  of  Count  de  Goltz 
by  Dr.  Gerard  von  Schmitt,  a  lady — a  friend  of  mine — was 
suffering  from  a  malignant  cancer.  She  had  been  entirely 
given  up  by  the  physicians,  and  could  be  said  to  stand  on  the 
very  brink  of  the  grave.  I  lost  no  time  in  sending  for  Dr. 
von  Schmitt,  who,  after  examination,  gave  me  great  hopes  of 
saving  her  life.  He  undertook  the  case  without  hesitation  or 
delay,  and  soon  his  unremitting  efforts  were  amply  rewarded  ; 

his  zeal  and  attention  met  with  complete  success . This 

poor  lady,. who,  previously,  had  been  for  a  considerable  time 
compelled  to  keep  her  bed,  is  now  able  to  go  out  of  doors  when 
the  weather  is  fine,  and  we  entertain  the  most  sanguine  hopes 

of  a  permanent  cure . I  can,  with  entire  conviction, 

bear  witness  to  the  numerous  testimonials  vouching  for  the 
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cures  of  these  terrible  diseases  accomplished  by  Dr.  von 
Schmitt.  I  must  not  omit  to  state  that,  amongst  many  others, 
he  has  also  saved  one  of  our  great  poets. 

“  Believe  me,  &c., 

(Signed)  «  COMTE  GUY  DE  CHAENTACE, 
u  28th  of  October ,  1868.” 

The  last  two  letters  are  inserted  simply  because 
the  writers  are  so  well  known  to  the  world.  Very 
few  testimonials  have  been  given  ;  but  a  separate 
pamphlet,  containing  letters  from  all  classes,  may 
be  obtained  on  application  ;  and  should  any  one 
take  an  interest  in  the  system,  there  are  many 
ladies  and  gentlemen  who,  while  naturally  object¬ 
ing  to  publish  their  cases,  would  willingly  come 

forward  in  witness  of  what  has  been  stated  in 
these  pages. 
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